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Pursue local Historic District Status for 
McComb-Veazey

Pocket Park at 14th & Magnolia Streets - Phase 2

12th & Simcoe Intersection Development

Cultural Museum at Pontiac Point

12th Street Corridor Streetscape Revamp

12th & Surrey Intersection Development

Pontiac Point Redevelopment
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Pursue Local Historic District Status for McComb-Veazey

Timeline 
Short-term: Lafayette Historic Preservation Commission (LHPC) and LCG completes necessary study and application
 

Funding Support / Project Cost Estimate 
·  LHPC and LCG host engagement events to support neighborhood awareness $
·  Tax credits and other support become available through state government $$
·  LHPC/LCG may decide to create certain guidelines for the historical districts

Economic Impact / Community Benefits 
·  Preserve local history, architectural character, and culture
·  Provides incentives and tax credits for rehabilitation of homes and businesses
·  Reclaim blighted properties, increase property values and overall neighborhood worth
·  Create community cohesion and pride through local preservation efforts
·  Create a platform for tourism 
 

Residents voiced support for the Lafayette Historic 
Preservation Commission to study the viability of McComb-
Veazey and adjacent plats as a local historic district. 

Support revitalization and economic growth 
through local historic designation that will 
preserve character, provide redevelopment 
incentives, and increase property values 
while contributing to overall positive social 
enhancement
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Pocket Park at  14th & Magnolia Streets - Phase 2

Timeline
Short-term: Phase 1 of pocket park is already underway - collaboration between LCG, Habitat for 
Humanity, and the McComb-Veazey Coterie (which recieved a Wells Fargo grant)
Long-term: Phase 2 to include additional landscaping, structures, and amenities
 

Funding Support / Cost Estimates
·  Funding support for Phase 2 construction: LCG and small grant funds $$

Economic Impact / Community Benefits
·  Pocket parks revive blighted properties to create value while enhancing community interaction
·  Provide access to neighborhood green space to complement larger-scale parks
·  Enhance previous phase plans for a total park experience

LCG is currently working with the 
McComb-Veazey Coterie on the 
construction of a pocket park at the corner 
14th and Magnolia Streets. Funds are in 
place for Phase 1 and there is desire to 
expand the project into Phase 2.

Design and planning for 
Phase 2 of the pocket park to 
accommodate an additional 
playground set and other 
amenities such as garden 
boxes to complement Phase 
1 which includes pavilion, 
kiosk, and hardscapes
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Current design of Pocket Park

Proposed Music Pavilion - Phase 1



12th Street Corridor Streetscape Revamp 

Timeline
Short-term: On-street parking and sidewalk upgrades + tree plantings
Medium-term: Design elements such as landscape features and adjacent property facelift (Immaculate 
Heart fence) + landscape work complements Habitat Houses (12th/Sterling) and Creole Lunch House
 

Funding Support / Cost Estimates
·  Primary streetscape improvements: LCG funding - Planning, Zoning and Development and the Public 
   Works departments will lead effort with McComb-Veazey Coterie. $$$
·  Supplemental design elements: grant funding and partnership - McComb-Veazey Coterie has secured  
   several grants for funding community projects to align with this effort $$

Economic Impact / Community Benefits
·  Connect neighborhood streets to retail-oriented, higher-traffic thoroughfares such as Surrey Street 
·  Create commercial interest, put parcels back into commerce, and increase property values. 
·  Promote mix of residential, educational, commercial, and cultural components for positive impact

Corridor streetscape project continues from ongoing 
plans championed by the McComb-Veazey Coterie. 

12th Street corridor revamp including 
landscape design improvements such 
as sidewalk upgrades, additional street 
tree plantings, restriping, on-street 
parking, bulb outs, and urban frontage 
modification for small-scale infill 12
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12th & Simcoe Intersection Development

Timeline
Medium-term: Identifying site, acquisition, and architectural design / planning process 
Long-term: Phased site-development and construction, including landscaping
 

Funding Support / Cost Estimates
·  Land acquisition and site redevelopment/construction: LCG and public-private partnership $$$$
·  McComb-Veazey Coterie initiates small-scale tactical project actions with grant support $$

Economic Impact / Community Benefits
·  Strategic location can leverage busy thoroughfare and existing commercial activity
·  Reclaiming vacant sites through infill development can enhance economic value for the area
·  Relieving blight can increase safety for children and contribute to building community pride
·  Restore architectural character and appeal to the neighborhood along Simcoe Street.

Urban principles identify this central intersection 
as an opportunity for redevelopment, creating an 
appealing node to take advantage of the existing 
busy thoroughfare and community activity.

Strategic infill development, 
site retrofits, and intersection 
improvements to enhance 
existing commercial activity 
that will re-establish a thriving 
community crossroads by providing 
safe access to neighborhood 
amenities and connections to other 
parts of the Corridor
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Cultural Museum at Pontiac Point

Timeline
Short-term: Staging of history-related events (complement existing heritage signage efforts) + fundraising 
Medium-term: Identifying site, acquisition, and architectural design / planning process 
Long-term: Phased site-development and construction, including landscaping
 

Funding Support / Cost Estimates
·  Early phase work and events support: LCG funding $
·  Land acquisition and museum site development/construction: Public-private partnership $$$

Economic Impact / Community Benefits
·  Cultural museum located in the district is an asset for the entire Evangeline Corridor and Lafayette 
·  Attract tourism, increase local pride, provide educational opportunities, and community support 
·  Strategic location such as Pontiac Point can leverage visitor traffic to engage existing retail/commercial 
·  Alternative site is old Gethsemane Church (12th/Peach St.) - already serves as a community resource

Residents expressed particular interest in having a cultural 
museum that represents the area’s unique and rich history. 

Showcase area identity through smart 
civic development, land re-use, and a 
museum building to offer a new cultural 
amenity for residents and visitors
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12th & Surrey Intersection Development

Timeline
Medium-term: Identifying site, acquisition, and architectural design / planning process 
Long-term: Phased site-development and construction, including landscaping
 

Funding Support / Cost Estimates
·  Land acquisition and site (re)development/construction: LCG and Public-private partnership $$$$

Economic Impact / Community Benefits
·  Strategic location can leverage school and church activity to promote community interaction
·  Reclaiming vacant sites through infill development can enhance economic activity in the area
·  Relieving blight can increase safety for children and contribute to building community pride 
·  Planning is already underway for a Better Block event

Urban principles identify this central intersection as an 
appealing node to take advantage of community activity.

Strategic infill development and site 
retrofits and intersection improvements 
to enhance nearby school/church activity 
and commercial oppportunity to establish 
a thriving community crossroads
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Pontiac Point Redevelopment

Timeline 
Short-term: Better Block Simcoe event - with temporary street elements and new painted crosswalks 
Long-term: Comprehensive incremental site development, infill structures, and landscaping

 

Funding Support / Cost Estimates
·  Better Block event and site clearing: short-term effort led by LCG – Planning, Zoning and Development
   and Public Works departments $
·  Phased site development: funded through an established public-private partnership with LCG, private  
   investors, and property owners $$$$

Economic Impact / Community Benefits
·  Pontiac Point area was chosen for its potential to spark development multiple districts, including areas 
   outside of the Evangeline Corridor - reconfigured, mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly zone 
·  Redevelopment and reconfiguration will revitalize adjacent commercial establishments
·  Interim strategy: Portion of Jefferson Boulevard could be cordoned off on weekends (between the 
   Moss St. fork and East Simcoe St.) to allow for activities such as farmer’s markets, the McComb-Veazey 
   Health Initiative and other community events (in collaboration with Christ Church)

Implement spot enhancements and increase access to 
the Pontiac Park triangle while supporting the mixed-
use redevelopment of the Pontiac Point site (Surrey / 
Simcoe junction) as a highly active community node
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Concept design created during design charrette.



Catalyst Project Ranking Worksheet
McComb/Veazey District

The Evangeline Corridor Initiative team has 
identified the following Catalyst Projects as 
possible options for stimulating revitalization:

Project

A Pursue local Historic District Status for McComb-Veazey X X X X X

B Pocket Park at 14th & Magnolia Streets - Phase 2 X X X X X

C 12th Street Corridor Streetscape Revamp X X X X X

D 12th & Simcoe Intersection Development X X X X X X X
E Cultural Museum at Pontiac Point X X X X X X

F 12th & Surrey Intersection Development X X X X X

G Pontiac Point Redevelopment X X X X X X

Community Benefit Ranking Descriptions
Redevelopment / Reuse of Existing Sites The project revitalizes blighted property and/or transforms the use of existing structures in a positive way.

Business Development / Economic Growth The project stimulates growth potential through immediate commercial offerings and/or long-term investment 
return value.

Neighborhood Connections The project makes the district better suited to those who walk or ride bikes and makes it easier to access other areas in the 
corridor by all modes of transportation, including vehicles and buses.

Neighborhood Beautification The project improves the look of neighborhoods and streets and makes the area more welcoming to businesses.

Community Identity / Interaction The project connects people through public spaces while building neighborhood ownership and pride.

 Please prioritize each of the projects listed above and depicted on the profile sheets:

Low Priority High Priority

Catalyst Project A 1 2 3 4 5

Catalyst Project B 1 2 3 4 5

Catalyst Project C 1 2 3 4 5

Catalyst Project D 1 2 3 4 5
Catalyst Project E 1 2 3 4 5
Catalyst Project F 1 2 3 4 5
Catalyst Project G 1 2 3 4 5

*Please return this page.
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EXERCISE 2

1 = Low level and less impactful

2 = Fair and somewhat helpful 

3 = Good and worthwhile

4 = Excellent and important

5 = Highly transformative and 
       a top priority



Individual Feedback Form
Additional Comments
Please enter any additional comments you may have or describe a new Catalyst Project.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please enter any additional comments you may have about each Catalyst Project.

District ________________________________________
Project # _________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

District ________________________________________
Project # _________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

*Please return this page.


